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Dr. Nabijan Tursun

Dr. Nabijan Tursun is a senior editor at Radio Free
Asia in the Uyghur Service located in Washington
D.C. He is an independent scholar and his research
focuses on Uyghur and Central Asian history.

Through 1990 to 1996, he studied at the Institute
of Oriental Studies of the Academy of Sciences of
the Soviet Union in Moscow, which later became the
Russian Academy of Sciences. There, he received
a PhD in Uyghur history. From 1981 to 1985, he studied at Central
University for Nationalities in Beijing, where he received a bachelor’s
degree in Uyghur language and literature. He also studied both Persian
and Chaghatay languages in Beijing from 1987 to 1988. Tursun also taught
Uyghur literature and history at various institutions, including Xinjiang
University, Moscow East Institute, and Kyrgyz National University.

Nabijan Tursun was also a member of the Xinjiang Project of the
Central Asia-Caucasus Institute at Johns Hopkins University. He is
one of the co-authors of Xinjiang: China’s Musiim Borderland, which
was published by M. E. Sharpe in 2004. He also co-authored Uyghur

Community: Diaspora, Identity and Geopolitics, which was published
by Palgrave Macmillan in 2018.

Tursun has published more than 300 articles on Uyghur history and
culture. He is the author of The Uyghur Reader, which was published
by Dunwoody Press in 2007. He also authored The Issues of Uyghur
Ethnogeny in Chinese Historiography, which was written in Russian
s_md published in Moscow in 1998. Tursun has also participated in many
International conferences relating to Central Eurasia and presented more
than 60 academic papers at many of these conferences that took place in
countries like the United States, Russia, Turkey, France, and more,
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Dr. Nabijan Tursun’s current research has made a significant contribution to the study
of the international historiography of the East Turkestan Republic and the understanding
of the political climate during that period. His greatest achievement is creation of the
first multi-volumed the General History of the East Turkestan Republic. He uses his
Uyghur, Russian, English, Chinese, and Turkic language knowledge to cross-reference
Uyghur sources and documents of the East Turkestan Republic with various Soviet
archives, Western archives, Chinese sources, and other sources of all the parties involved
in the political events of that period. By doing so, he sheds light on the key role of
Uyghurs and other local peoples in the independent development of the government,
military, economy, and culture of the East Turkestan Republic based on credible facts and
meticulous detail. In doing so, he rejects viewpoints in the field of history that downplay
the role of indigenous peoples, such as the Uyghurs, in the formation and administration
of the East Turkestan Republic; thereby rejecting the normative view that portrays
Uyghurs as passive objects in the politics of the great powers.

___ Prof. Dr. Ablet Kamaloff
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valugble multi-volumed scholarly w«?rk. (u'n‘c'ml lh.\‘mrl w ;JI]' ﬁ‘t’g lsltm c,om i) 3
momentous period of East Turkestan history. !lls research NgIIighis - lllaw s
that arose from the intervention of the Sov!cts and the major p(;)wcrsrl po :
balance of the region in that time period. l-!us books are the pro utit"a I_;!.lany y:nr? '
hard work and in-depth research, which mllcd on \'nl'lcij\f of SIOIII‘(;LS- I’Itsll WIO_Tt give
our people the opportunity to become ucq.uumted w!th the b‘l'().SO( raz,Ic:s :) ! 1el history
our country and provides important clues in terms of recognizing the historical causes ¢

some of the current developments in the region.

— Dr. Erkin Ekrem
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At a time when the field of Uyghur studies has been severely cordoned off and
suppressed by China, the studies of historian Dr. Nabijan Tursun have created a new
breakthrough, giving new hope to our nation. He has completed remarkable research on
the history of the Uyghur people. Part of the result of the General History of the Uyghurs
is that lh_e General History of the East Turkestan Republic is by far the most versatile,
systematic, comprehensive, detailed, reliable, and objective of all of the works on this
subject. He has relied upon academic methodologies, original documents of that time,

oral t‘?stlmony of witnesses, Soviet and American archives, and other valuable historical
materials to analyze, explain and describ » causes, and consequences of the

ndicate that the political history of
g only of the past, but an important
evelopment of the Uyghurs.

kestan is not only somethin

foundation for the national ideology and future d

—— Prof. Dr. Alimjan [nayat
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