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To the reader

The book used literary and popular writing ways to explain the impression of
author’ s experiences as an visiting scholar in Sweden during the years of 2003~ 2004.
The book has two immediats goals. On one hand, it seeks o present an overview of the
past and present ralations between Uyghurs and Swedes. The narrative, which begins
with the Swedish war prisoners in southern Sibetia and their captivated life in northern
Xinjiang in the early 18th century, proceeds chronologically, the Swedish explorer Sven
Hedln's six long expeditions to the Central Asia, especially Takla-makan desert and Lop
Nor region; the religious and cultural activities of Swedish missionaries in southern
Xinjiang; the outstanding Swedish Turceologist late Dr. Gunnar Jarring and his numercus
works on Uyghur language and culture; current Scandinavian research on Central Asia
and great amount of Uyghur manuscripts, printing materials, historical photographs
preserved in Swedish archives, On the other hand, this book alse seeks to present the
author’s impression and overview on current Nordic countries, especially Sweden and
Swedish society. Chapters describes with tell-stories pattern and academic atitude to
the current situation of Swedish socisty include landscape, history, tradition, cuiture,
education, people, politics, living style, economics and welfare system, immigration as
well as contemporary daily- life in Scandinavian cities. It is based on the most recent
sources in English, Swedish, Uyghur and other languages, and it is also presents
first-hand information gathered by author during recent one year visits to Sweden.,

Why did the author write this book?

Uyghurs is one of the most colourful and romantic ethnic minorities in China,
nonetheless today number more than nine millien, As a largest ethnic greup, they have
played an important role in Xinjiang histoty. Xinjiang is geographlcally characterized of
being China's largest administrative region, covering approximately 1/6th of China's
total territory or 1,646,800km?. In a geographical sense, Xinjiang ¢an alse be defined as
a peripheral land and cne of the most isolated region.

Swedes is also one of the most colourful people in Scandinavia who, atthough far
from being the largest popuiated people in Europe, nonetheless today just over nine
million. Physically, Sweden is the fourth largest counfry in Europe. It is 500 kilometers
wide and stretches 1600 kilometers from north to south, with a surface area of 450,000
square kilometers.

People will probably be surprised to see that there is any relationship between
Uyghurs in westernmost China and Swedes in Scandinavia from history up-to-today!?

_ With respect to the historical relationship between Uyghurs and Swedish psople,
famous Turcologist, ambassador Gunnar Jarring has once said: “ It may seem
surprising that there is a relationship between a small country in northern Europe and
an isolated autoremous province of the People's Republic of China in Ceniral Asia, but
nevertheless it is a fact. This relationship began long before the formation of the



present province of Xinjiang ",

As a matter of fact, there had been a peculiar, historical relationship between
Swedish and Uyghur people since 18th century, In the year of 1708, the Swedish king
CharlesXIl and his army were defeated by the Russian army during the Poltava War.
More than 20,000 Swedish scldiers and officers were captivated by Russians and exiled
to the Sibsrian area. There were soma Swedish soldiers who had joined up Russian
army and done on military service in the Asian borderlands of the Russian empire.
Armong them, some of the Swedish prisoners vislted to Xinjiang and were captivated
unfortunately by Dzungarian Kalmyks who was reigned Xinjiang of that time, The most
famous of these Swedish prisoners were sergeant major in the artillery, Johan Gustaf
Renat {1682~ 1744) and his wife Brigitta Scherzenfeldt {1684~ 1735} whose stay in lli
valley long time and served Kalmyks as an adviser on both military and cultural matters.
Brigitta was commissioned by her captors to pay a visit to the city of Yarkand at the
southern Silk Road in order to buy equipment for a royal wedding. Her visit took place
in the 1720s and she may have been the first European lady who set foot in this old city,
located in southern Xinjiang. "

Renzt and his wife had been granted finally a chance of returning to Sweden atter
long time captivity in 1734. During their journey back to Sweden, they had taken
several Uyghur flunkies from Khotan together with them. There were only thres Uyghur
girts tuckily got over their irip to arrive into Sweden eventuaily. Those Uyghur girls were
recorded as “Cottonske Escalavar® in the Swedish historical achieves and it means
“three slaves from Khotan® according to Gunnar Jarring, Shortly after their arrived in
Stockholm, they were baptized and received Swedish names. Unforiunately, nothing
more was heard of them. Anyhow, they were the first Uyghur people in Sweden, where
some 250 years later a few number of Uyghur refugees and students were living and
studying now.

Hereafter, the relationship betwesn Sweden and Xinjiang broke off for a long time.
This isolation was demolished after 150 years ar to the end of 18th century.

Real Swedish-Uyghurs contacts and Swedish ressarch into Xinjiang started with
the great explorer and geographer Sven Hedin {1865~1952) who first visited Kashgar
in 1891 and thus initiated a long pericd of Swedish relations with Xinjiang which existed
and lasted to recent days. Between 1881 and 1935, the Swedish explorer Sven Hedin
went out on 8ix long expeditions, which took him on different routes through the Central
Asia, especially Takla-makan desert as far as Lake Lop Nor and Tibet. Among those
expeditions, the local Uyghur guides and “Silent Helpers" such as Ordek efc. took an
important role along the southern Silk Road. Sven Hedin brought back to Sweden
important archeological material from Xinjiang and it was he who discovered the desert
town of Loulan {Kroraina) in the nearby of Lop Nor.

In the spring of 1882, a small group of Swedish missionaries which was stationed
in Iran arrived in Kashgar with the aim of spreading and developing Christianity in this
isolated far away place.

In 1892, the Mission Covenant Church of Sweden (Svenska Missionsférbundet)



decided to open up a new mission field in Kashgar in the Chinese westernmost
prevince of Xinjiang. The first Swedish misslonaries had begun its activities in January
1892 in southwestern Xinjlang. Thus the Missionary stations have malintained in the
cities of Kashgar, Yarkand and Yengi-hissar one after another. Missionary work was
obviously the main task of the mission. But the missionaries soon realized the necessity
of combining religicus missionary efforts with medical care and cultural or educational
activities. The mission set up their cwn printing-office in Kaghgar in 1912 which was the
only existing printing works In the southern parts of the Xinjiang until 1838, The
Swedish printing-office during its 25 years of operation, printing and publishing
thousands of books in Uyghur language which related to religious literature and secular
materials. Besides, they were alsc printed various kinds of teaching and sclence books,
calendars, fracts and also modern newspapers. Before the Soviet Russia influence over
the Xinjiang in the 1930s, the cultural and educational activities of the Swedish
Missicnaries, especially their modernized printing-office took an important role to the
formatlon and developing of moderm Uyghur, This can be considerad as a tremendous
event in the 20th century Uyghur cultural history.

Behind these religious and cultural activities in southern Xinjiang, there are many
Swedish missionaries who engaged with linguistic and literary investigations. Gustaf
Raquette {1871~1945), Gustaf Ahlbert (1884 ~1943), Sigfrid Moen {1897 ~7), Oscar
Hermansson {1889~1851) and so on. One rasult of their Interest is the collection of
Oriental manuscripts at the several libraries and archives in Sweden, which, although
unknown for the majority of people, are of lasting value for international Oriental
research purposes.

The outstanding Swedlsh Turkelogist Gunnar Jarring (1807 ~2002), who was a
great figure and symbol of the relationship between Swedes and Uyghurs throughout
the 20th century. His teacher Gustaf Raquette's scientific work at the Lund University
was continued by Gunnar Jarting. !n 1924 a chair for Turcolegy was established at the
University of Lund where Eastern Turki (Uyghur} language was taught. Gunnar Jarring
who had been in Kashgar In 1828-1930 to study the Uyghur language and collected
linguistic materials for his doctorat dissertation. The months spent in Kashgar were the
beginning of Jarring's long and successful career as a Turkolegist. Dr. Jarring has
published numerous works on Uyghur linguistic and ethnographical fields, having
continded his research and production also during his years in the diplomatic service.
Before his death, at the age of 95, Ambassador Jarring completed a huge work on the
Central Asian Turkic place names that appearsd in Sven Hedin's publicatians,

This book provides a popular and socio-cuttural description to the current Swedlsh
soclety and its various aspects for Uyghur readsrs. At the same time, this book also
intends to demonstrate the histerical and cultural relationship between Central Asia and
Scandinavia. Answers to many questions as Central Asian manuscripts and Uyghur
studies in Sweden also can be found in this book.
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Sinkiang Provincial Government, Feb. 28, 1939
Sir Ahmad Kamal Pasha

Your communication duly received, and noted.

The original organ, having investigated the matter referred to, reports that when
the party concerned departed from this territory, only his films and diary were
detained, because their contents were suspectable to others uses, but all other of his
personal effects were returned to him. As to his alleged jewelry, etc., the party at the
time gave his assent for their disposition to furnish him with miscellaneous
expenses. They were not detained, so cannot be refuimed.

As to coming to Sinkiang to wind up matters, since the Central Government has
banned foreign visitors to this province for the duration of this province’s present
war of resistance, owing to the importance of defensive measures, the application
for a permit must for the time being be denied.

Please note this reply,
Lee Yung
Chairmen of Provincial Government of Sinkiang
Sealed by T'eng Jin _zu'®
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