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Author’ s Autobiography

llshat Tursun was born in a family of teachers on October 10th, 1967 in Kashgar City.
After he graduated from the Art Department of Kashgar Teacher’ s School in 1985, he
worked for the art editorial board of Kashgar Uighur Press. In 1998, he graduated in oil
paintings from Xinjiang Art Institute. Presently he is studying a regular college course in the
Art Department of Xinjiang Normal University in Urumchi.

Since he started to work, he has been a chief editor of over 30 books, and designed
more than 300 front covers of books. Some of them received the national and regional
awards. In order to make up for the lack of reference books in art education, he worked
hard for the collection and edition of a book related to art. In 1999, he edited the book
“The Guide Book of Art For the Middle School Students”, which was published by Kashgar
Uighur Press.

llshat Tursun still uses his spare time to make through inquiries into oil paintings and
engages himself in oil paintings. Some of his art works were exhibited in national and re-
gional exhibitions and he was rewarded several times for his excellent contributions. Many
of them have been published in magazines and newspapers in the Xinjiang Uighur Au-
tonomous Region. On March 3rd, 2005 an oil painting exhibition was held in Kashgar and it
has got people’ s support. His name and art works were recorded in the volume “China
Xinjiang Contemporary Oil Painters” . In 2002, he got the reward of “Professionally and
Morally Qualified Artist”, an award by Kashgar District for his contribution to art. In ad-
dition, he recently wrote “Uighur Musical Instruments” and “A Guide to Arts and Crafts-
manship” and they were both submitted to Kashgar Uighur Press for publication.

Now he is a member of Xinjiang Painters Association, a Sought — after Painter for the
Academy of Arts, a member of Xinjiang Oil Painting Committee, Vice Chairman of Kashgar
Uighur Press and the Vice Chairman of the editorial board of Kashgar Uighur Press.
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Preface

Architecture is an important part of Uighur tradition. It has its own unique styles. The
people had turned from nomads to residence earlier than other neighboring nations in early times
then began to develop. The social and economic position of the Uighur people have formed 1
through the years on the basis of their morality, beliefs, customs and life styles and this is the
construction of a big ecological system. Xinjiang is located on the ancient Silk Road that connecis
Central Asia and Europe. At present, there are thirteen different nationals such as Uighur, Han
Kazak, Kergiz Mongol and Xiwa in the area and there emerged a world famous architectural pattess
with the characteristics and mixture of ancient civilization such as Central Asia, India, Greece and
Islam.

The Hun people were nomads with animal husbandry between the era of Xia Dynasty and Chun )
Qiu era. In 209 BC. they stepped into a social class society and built a state and they set up houses
with domes using felts and blankets. The Turks became stronger since the middle of 4th century and
by 545 AD they became a state. At the time their houses were canopies (tents) and they were de-
scribed as  “canopy with domes” by Chinese writers at that time. It was described that in these
canopies there was a pavilion big enough for a thousand people.

It was described in the book “Oghuznama” that the houses of the Oghuz people were basically
tall tents. but some of them were houses built with clay and woods. In addition, there was a saying
among Turks that says “When Uighur people have money they ride on clay, when Kazak people have
money they ride on a horse”. We can see from this that the Uighur people have valued the renovation
and the decoration of their houses since earlier times.

During the times of Orhun Khan (Orhun Dynasty) (646 — 840 AD), the houses were huts and
tents with felts and they were easy to dismantle ,assemble, and to carry from one place to another and
they were very popular. According to the needs of the ordinary citizens, middles class and high -

class citizens. the tents were basically built in three different forms. The high class citizens or the
. The earlier palace of the Orhun

wealthy people had luxurious tents and they were called “Otaw
Khan consisted of numerous palace yards and on top of the palace was a tent that could hold one
hundred people.

In 840 AD. because of natural calamity and the invasion of Kergiz people, the Uighur people
were forced to move west. Some of them joined with Basmil tribe and formed Quju Uighur Khan
(Dysnasty) . They built capitals in Quju and Bishbalik and the art and techniques of architecture
were greatly improved. They include digging the land. placing the bricks, fence — building and the
houses built with these three techniques were stable and firm in structure, and beautiful externally.
In this way, a new unique style of architecture emerged.

During the times of Idiqut Uighur Dynasty (866 - 1351 AD), the houses with cells and domes
were developed. During the Yuan Dynasty, in the capital a Special Chatir Organ was set up and



Ahteridin, the famous architect from the west, was appointed as the head of the Special Chatir
Organ. He designed the capital city called Hanbalik, present —day Beijing, and he called in
craftsmen from Xinjiang and built the magnificent palace. Besides, the Uighur painters from Kuqar
Bian Lu, Bian Ru,

Ding Yi Fu and Bayin Boka Tikin contributed a lot for the decoration of Fang Xi Miao family and
gained fame. During the times of Kara Khanilar Dysnasty (840 — 1212 AD), urban civilization
developed. According to the historical and archeological findings, wall - building, stone carving,
heraldry, painting, glass - making and brick — making developed. During the times of Yarkan Khan
(1514 — 1678 AD), there emerged “Aktaglik” and “Karataglik” and this influenced the culture
and the art of the Dynasty. However, as a result of this, there were a group of architects, carvers
and musicians among the people. They demonstrated their skills in buildings such as mosques, re-
ligious schools (madris), graveyards and so on.

When Islam came into the life of Uighur people in the tenth century there were changes in the
architecture. But it is important to point out that when Islam came, although the buildings were
served for Islam, they were still the labor of the local architects, they were the fruits of the wisdom
and craftsmanship of the local people. And the buildings had unique local style in contents and
form. In regards to the architectural development of the Uighur people during the Qing Dynasty, it is
worth mentioning the book «Zohurdin Beg’ s Expansion of Kashgar City». During the times of Zo-

hurdin, the basic structures of the Kashgar City were organized, the city outlook was made new, the
Hiytka Mosque was placed in the city center, the city gates were carved with the poems by famous
poets of its time.

There are still numerous architectural sites (buildings) built during the MinGuo Era in Xin
Jiang. Among them, in the Karatagiz farmland of Guma county in Hotan, the house of Turdi Haji
was built in 1929. Its structure, design, heraldry and decoration are very special and unique. There
we can find the gems of traditional architectural art of its time.

The traditional architecture of Uighur people has its own national characteristics and community
features. Its contents and style differs according to geographical condition, climate and local cus-
toms.

For instance in Kashgar area, the soil is mainly dry clay and it is relatively easy to build houses.
When people build a house, first people usually make the ground firm and hard by pressing. And
then they make the foundation by using stones on the ground, then they began to put clay bricks to
erect the wall. Finally, the roof is covered with wooden material. In the area of Hotan (Hetian), the
soil is mainly sand and the ground is damp. The clay brick cannot last long enough, so first people
build the wall using wooden bars to make the structure. And then the wooden frame is

knitted{connected) with tree branches like knitting a basket to withhold the whole structure and the

roof. Finally, the wall is plastered with mud. The walls of some especially built houses were made of

special belt - like heraldry and they have many windows. And sometimes these kinds of houses are




called “cage house”.
The soil of the Turpan and Toksun area is very dry with hot climate. There is almost no rain in
area. For this reason, the wall of the houses there is built with mud bricks. The roof is usually

like an arch. These houses and domes lasts for a long time, some can last for several centuries. The houses of Gulja

and Qoqek area are somewhat influenced by foreign country. But they still have their own characteristics. And
they are somewhat the same as the ones in Kashgar area and the floors of some houses are made with woodeut.
After liberation the architecture and decoration in Xinjiang have greatly developed. In 1956 the People” <
Theater (in Urumchi) was built with the traditional architectural techniques. In 1997 the Department of Archi-
tecture was set up in Xinjiang Industrial Institute. This gave rise to professional designing companies and decoration
companies/and most importantly it played a great role in training the professionals. In 1982 two hospitals were built
using traditional architectural styles in Urumchi.
During the International Exhibition of Minority Customs, which was held in Kunming in early 2000, the del-
egations from the Middle East Moslem countries highly praised the magnificent architectural styles in decoration
work. And the architects were invited to their country for the restoration and decoration of their palaces.
The cultural exchange of Uighur architecture still exists today. This shows that the Uighur architecture was
handed down from generation to generation and developed. At the same time, this also shows that it is getting more
and more prestige both at home and abroad.
Since the opening and the reform policy of our country in the early 80s of 20th century, and with the acceleration

of modernization and the improvement of people” s living standard, the Uighur architecture has also developed si-
multaneously with the new age in new form, new content. Also people demanded new requirements.
The Uighur architecture consists of social property and public property, antiques, private properties according to

its applications and features. These have their traditional similarities and uniqueness. And there are differences in
the usage in location, size, material, decoration, application and protection. For example, the differences are
obvious between the places such as government buildings, schools, hospitals, theaters, libraries, airports, train
stations, electric power buildings, parks, factories, mining sites, public bathrooms and museums, historical sites,
mosques, tombs, staircases, observatories.
There are also big differences between the design and decoration of houses in the cities and in the
countryside, multi story buildings and flats. On the other hand, the degree of craftsmanship and
quality depends on the purpose and financial power of the owner and done so accordingly. The
traditional house construction is one of the necessary parts of the society. Each family tries their best
to arrange their house decoration according to their own practices and life styles. Because of
crowdedness of land and population in the cities, the buildings and houses are planned in a minia-
ture type and one next to the other. However, in the countryside each family is a unit and arranged
far from one another. This kind of house basically consists of a front yard, several rooms, a kitchen,
a stable, a hay house and a garden.
With the increasing number of multi story apartment buildings in the cities, the traditional Uighur
architecture system has developed in pace with contemporary decoration styles. In this system the
toilet is put next to the bedroom. The balcony is attached outside the window. The apartment with
the porch or a hall is on the trend. These multi story apartments do not have yards, terrace and

gardens etc.



The contemporary house decoration is composed of different kinds of wooden material in different
shapes, both concave and convex. The wooden fluting fretwork refers to the doors, windows, pillars
and so on. The fluting fretwork on the walls refers to the edges near the doors and windows etc. Most
of the decoration materials are locally available and they are inexpensive and durable. The compe-
tition of the information age brought both challenges and opportunities.

As a result, the designing and management of the construction are carried out with the help of the
computers. Most of the heavy work is completed with various machines. The ready — made con-
struction materials are used with the local materials to improve both quality and quantity of the
decoration. Our party and government made relevant rules and laws and pointed out to respect local
traditions in the course of the construction, and integrate inheritance with modernization.

We believe that the future of our traditional architecture will be brighter. In the hope of providing
the public with one part of the contemporary Uighur architectural art, the Uighur home decoration, I
have thought about it and tried my best in the process of collecting, organizing and choosing relevant
material and edited this collection of pictures. I hope I have reached my aim. I feel very delighted
with my work.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my great appreciations to the following friends for
their assistance in the publication of this book. Mr. Otkur Nijat for his photographs, the poet Mr.
Omar Osman, Mr. Ablikim Hasan and many other teachers and colleagues. It is natural that there

might be some mistakes in the editing and publication. [ sincerely welcome your criticism and sug-

gestions.
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Yard and Garden

The yard is a place with certain space fenced around the house. In it there are empty
space, a patio, a stove and an oven. To protect health and keep hygiene, the stable and the
toilet are located in a relatively far place or corner from the rooms and kitchen. The edges of
the yard are planted with trees and in the yard the grape trees, mulberries, pumpkin pergola
or flowers are planted. And it becomes the miniature type of garden culture in the big garden
culture. The yard is not only the main place for family member activities but it plays an im-

oy
e

i;

portant role in activities such as wedding ceremonies and funerals.

The garden is usually located in front of the house or in the back of the house and it is
fenced with clay wall or wooden fences. The size of the garden is bigger than the yard. Dif-
ferent kinds of fruit trees are planted in the garden. Flowers are planted, too. Some rich
families build a pavilion in the garden for social gatherings.
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Aywan and Dahliz

In a big family. the rooms are designed and built relatively larger. According to the
needs of the family, there are one or two pillars in the living rooms. Sometimes there are
four pillars. In such big rooms there is a dormer in the ceiling. On one side of the aywan
and dahliz, there is a living room and on the other side is the bedroom. And there doors
between these rooms. This special kind of design is mainly for the purpose of some social
gatherings such as wedding ceremony, funeral and other activities. It enables people to be

together when these activities or gatherings are held both in summer and winter.
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Living rooms, bedrooms and kitchen

The living room is especially built for receiving the guests. Its decoration is relatively
special and unique and its luxury depends on the interest and degree of wealth of the
family. The bedrooms are for family members to live and they are equipped with furniture
and other stuff for daily life. The degree of decoration of the bedroom is relatively simple.
A small room (kaznak) is built next to the bedroom. In some bedrooms there is a especially
made shower room (ewrez). A kaznak is a structure for multi purposes such as a store or a
shower room.

The kitchen is usually put next to the bedroom. Because the cooking wares are put in
the kitchen, there are sills on the wall. One corner of the bedroom or the yard has been
used as a kitchen before and it was called toxuk (mantelpiece). At present, in each family
there is a separate room (kitchen) for cooking.
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Living rooms Decorated with contemporary Style
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Terrace, Pillar, Ceiling, Kurgul, Jega, Door - eaves

In Uighur architecture each house differs from one another. The terrace is in the front of
the house and used for resting. The richer families like to make it bigger and longer. These
also give people pleasure of beauty and they are supported with pillars. Kayiwan is built
between the aywan and the terrace with unique eraftsmanship giving people esthetic plea-
sure, The Kayiwan is made in front of the terrace. The front of the terrace is supported with
wooden pillars. The material for pillars are carefully chosen and especially decorated. The
ceiling is decorated with one lath. double laths and decorated with carved heraldry and
painted heraldry. Door - eave is built on top of the door of the living room without a terrace
by plumping. It is smaller than a terrace. lIts decoration is similar to the terrace. The
pavilion is usually built in the middle of a park, a garden, or a yard. There is no limit as
to the material. Its decoration is unique and sometimes it is built on top of the buildings.
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Harak - Serrap, Newa, Haa, Jega, Namoyan, Mihrap, and wall frames

The rooms with one lath are built without paraman and serrap (a unique decorating
style) . The rooms with double laths are built using serrap, paraman. Some rooms are
slightly different. However, in most of the rooms the lath is attached to the ceiling with
certain heraldry. In some rooms there is a special kind of wall - frame, which is called
akliye in Uighur language, for writing some proverbs or famous sayings. Newa and xirpe are

put under the harak, whish is very special and unique, and sometimes it is called akte.
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Edka Mosque in Kashgar
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Akliye, Wall Frames, Niches and Mihraps in Hoses
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Gate, Door, Window, Lattice and Dormer

The gate is built at the entrance to the yard. Its material is wood or metal decorated with
certain heraldry. On the either side of the gate patios or benches were installed. And they
are covered partly or wholly like the door — eave. On some gates a small door is installed for
people to enter and exit. The gate is opened when something big is needed to enter or exit.
The window is built in the front of the houses. On the back and side of the house a piramik
(a kind of small window) is built. And the purpose is to have enough light and fresh air.
The lattice was used as a window. Now inside the frame of the lattice a window is installed.
It is built firmly with certain beauty and it not only adds beauty to the room but also secure
the house. The dormer is put on the ceiling, some are a little above the roof and some are

as high as the roof surface. It is mainly for getting sunlight and fresh air.
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Brick Tile Heraldry

When putting up the wall, the bricks are put in different kinds of style and forms. This
kind of wall is very beautiful and it looks like a special heraldry. Lime or cement is used
between the bricks. The surface of the wall is filled with different patterns and heraldry.
On the surface of the gates and walls, china and ceramic tiles with heraldry are attached.
Some heraldry is repeated both vertically and horizontally and they make a whole heraldry.
They don” t lose their color even in the severe weather conditions like the rainstorm and

keep their beauty for long.
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The Decoration of Public Places

The decoration of yards, mosques, schools, theaters, tourist sites, grave
yards, gardens, public shower rooms and restaurants is very unique. At present,
there are many different kinds of public places and the decoration style is also
changing accordingly. Both the traditional and the contemporary style of decoration

is applied in places like restaurants, recreation centers and hotels.
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Kashgar Akaltun Restaurant
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The Muslim Restaurant in Urumgi Torch Hotel
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Mira| Restaurant
Urumgi Miron Restaurant

Urumgi
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