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ABSTRACT

Totemism is a system of belief in which
manis believed to have kinship with a totem ora
mystical relationship is said to exist between a
group or an individual and a totem. A totem is
an object, such as an animal or plant that serves
as the emblem or symbol of a kinship group or a
person. The term totemism has been used to
characterize a cluster of traits in the religion and
in the social organization of many primitive
peoples.

The term totem is derived from “ototeman”
from the language of the Algonkian tribe of the
Ojibwa Indian’s. it originally meant “ his
brothersister kin ”. The grammatical root,
“ote”, signifies a blood relationship between
brothers and sisters who have the same mother
and who may not marry each other. Totemism
is, then, a complex of varied ideas and ways of

- behaviour based on a world view drawn from
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nature, There are idealogical, mystical,
emotional, reverential, and  genealogical
relationships of social groups or specific persons
with animals or natural objects, the so —called
totems.

7 Many of the ancient people’s totem was the
name wolf, for example, Apollo, more
widelyknown as a son god., was associated with
the wolf. and the epithets “wolf — born” and ”
wolfish Apollo” occur in Greek and Roman
literature. wolf deities were worshiped in Iran
and Scythia, and in Japan the wolf was long
regarded as a great god. The Teutonic war god
wodan and his Scandinavian counterpart, Odin,
were accompanied by wolves when waging war.
The Finns called wolves ” dogs of the death
spirit”. American Indian tribes whose gods bore
wolf names preceded their war sorties with wolf
dan ces to ensure victory. the most sinister wolf
image is that of Fenrir, or Fenris — wolf, in
Norse FEurope mythology. In ancient Egypt,
Greece, and Rome, the wolf, symbolizing the
warrior — hero, was a guardian figure on
monuments. _

Uighur and Turkic tribes was descended
from a Grey— Wolf ancestor in ancent time, an
idea that reflects a religious concept uf great
antiquity. the ancient Turk tribe — Ashina
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attributed their origion to a famele Wolf, the
beginning of Nevruz goes backs to the legend of
Ergenekon, according to wich the Uighur Turks
went to Ergenekon, and after living there for
aboat 400 vears, on 21 March returned, and
under the guidance of Grey Wolt conquered
mountains of iron and regained  their
motherland. For this reagon, 21 March, the
day when winter ends and spring starts, and the
the Uighur Turks announced their independenée
is celebrated. as a festival.

Ancient Uighur ancestor —  Gaoche
(Qangqil tribe) attributed their origin to a male
wolf who to mate with 2 Hun's girl. Analogous
myths existed among various tribal peoples of
Inner Asia.

Wolves as nurturing figures occur in myth
and legend, often mothering human infants who
becorhe founders of dynasties or nations
ancent Ulghur's king — Oghué_han, under the
guidance of grey wolf to ensure victory.

Wolves are often represented in fairy tales
and fables as helpful animal; they manifest a
sagacity and acumen superior to human

knowledge.
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